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MEDIA STATEMENT
 
              COMMUNITY DEMANDS CHANGES TO NOT BE WORSE OFF

 
The plan for the Surrey Hills-Mont Albert Level Crossing Removal Project has run into 
strong opposition from the local community.

At a recent public meeting convened by the Surrey Hills Progress Association over 150 
local residents heard from a range of community repr
the project design and the need for urgent review on a number of fronts.

The Association supports removal of the two dangerous level crossings but has major 
concerns with the location and poor design of a new railway sta
consideration given to community connections and public open space.

The Association says the Government went into the last election promising to keep the two 
stations – Surrey Hills and Mont Albert 
plan for the project in December 2020.

“The amalgamation of two stations into one creates unique challenges and problems
our local community” said Association President, Greg Buchanan.

Since the concept plan for the project was released on 
provided conditional support for the plan, accepting the rail engineering and safety arguments 
put forward by the Level Crossing Removal Project body

However the Association’s backing has always been
faith consultation process that would see the project plan developed and adapted to address a 
range of legitimate community concerns and requirements

“The Association believes that the savings made by the Government
stations to one should be reinvested in the project to address the problems created” Mr 
Buchanan said. “The scope and budget for the project s
local community is not left worse off

The Association says the project lacks consistency with 
the ‘Open Space for Everyone’ 2021 strategy
is highlighted by the removal of railways stati
open space, the lack of bicycle separation from motor vehicles at main roads, the ill
public transport interchange, reduced commuter car parking and significant design problems 
with the new station entrances, around accessibility, safety and local amenity.
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COMMUNITY DEMANDS CHANGES TO NOT BE WORSE OFF

Mont Albert Level Crossing Removal Project has run into 
strong opposition from the local community. 

At a recent public meeting convened by the Surrey Hills Progress Association over 150 
local residents heard from a range of community representatives about deep flaws in 
the project design and the need for urgent review on a number of fronts. 

removal of the two dangerous level crossings but has major 
poor design of a new railway station and the inadequate 

community connections and public open space. 

The Association says the Government went into the last election promising to keep the two 
Surrey Hills and Mont Albert – but reneged on this when it released its concept 

plan for the project in December 2020. 

amalgamation of two stations into one creates unique challenges and problems
our local community” said Association President, Greg Buchanan. 

Since the concept plan for the project was released on 2 December 2020 the Association has 
provided conditional support for the plan, accepting the rail engineering and safety arguments 

rossing Removal Project body (LXRP) for one station.

However the Association’s backing has always been subject to the LXRP engaging in a good 
faith consultation process that would see the project plan developed and adapted to address a 

legitimate community concerns and requirements. 

“The Association believes that the savings made by the Government by reducing two 
stations to one should be reinvested in the project to address the problems created” Mr 
Buchanan said. “The scope and budget for the project should be adjusted to en

not left worse off for the next century or more”.  

The Association says the project lacks consistency with ‘Plan Melbourne 2017-
the ‘Open Space for Everyone’ 2021 strategy, both key government planning policies. This 
is highlighted by the removal of railways stations from two activity centres, the loss of public 
open space, the lack of bicycle separation from motor vehicles at main roads, the ill
public transport interchange, reduced commuter car parking and significant design problems 

entrances, around accessibility, safety and local amenity. 
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The LXRP is charged with preparing the overall plan and undertaking the project, in an 
alliance with private sector builders. The Association believes the private partnership 
compromises the LXRP from objective project planning and proper coordination with local 
councils and relevant agencies. 

The Association is seeking the following key outcomes that are presently absent from the 
plan: 

 New integrated community spaces over the railway line to compensate for the loss of 
stations in the historic shopping villages and to reduce disconnection on either side of 
the railway corridor; 

 Pedestrian space and a landscaped frontage to Mont Albert Road, over the railway 
line, for the new station; 

 Convenient, visible links from the new station to the village centres; 

 Effective traffic management and coordination with other public transport modes; 

 Adequate dedicated car parking to meet current and future demand created by the new 
station and to compensate for loss of car parking resulting from the consolidation of 
two stations into one; 

 Preservation of public open space and replacement of unavoidable losses; 

 Preservation of trees/vegetation and replacement of unavoidable losses 

 Uncompromised pedestrian and disability access to the new station, necessitating 
building design review at the entrance at the Surrey Hills end; 

 Thoughtful mitigation of unavoidable amenity impacts for nearby residents; and  

 A safe and convenient shared user path (bicycle and pedestrian) with separation from 
motor vehicles at main roads.  

The Association is now calling on the government to expand the scope and budget of the 
project to require the LXRP to properly address the unique design and environmental 
challenges of the project – to make sure the project lives up to the values of Plan Melbourne 
and the government’s other urban amenity and open space policies.   

The Association has written to the Minister for Transport Infrastructure, Hon Jacinta Allan 
MP, and the Minister for Planning, Hon Richard Wynne MP, requesting a response by the 
end of May.  
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